The senescent heart.
There are changes in the elderly population that make them more vulnerable to disease, react differently to disease, and respond differently to drugs. The changes that occur in the geriatric population are (1) general physical deconditioning, (2) blunted physiologic response to change, (3) decreased resilience, and (4) degenerative changes common to aging. Appreciation of these changes helps in the diagnoses, management, and evaluation of prognosis in the senescent patient.